Christingle Service

\ Sun Nov 30th

All are welcome to our annual
candle-lit service which is ideal for
children—to enable us to begin
celebrating the coming of Jesus as
The Light of the World.

This year the event begins at 4.00 pm in our new
hall — each family making their own Christingles,
before going over to church for the service itself.
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Christmas Services

All Age Carol Service
Sun Dec 14" 10.45 am

Candlelit Carol Service
Sun Dec21™  6.30 pm

Christmas Eve
Crib Service 3.30 pm

Midnight Communion 11.30 pm

Christmas Day
All Age Service 10.45 am
followed by option of Holy

Communion

We are also offering a warm welcome to
Seabridge, Coppice , Friarswood, Langdale &
Westlands schools for their Christmas Services .
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Regular events

In the new hall:

Messy church... for Children and Parents together
Sats 6th Dec, 10th Jan, 7th Feb... 2.30-4.00pm

Craft and Chat... 2-3.30pm on 1st Dec, 5th Jan,
2nd Feb... Details - Margaret on 01782 6120009.

Xcite... for Yrs 5,6 & 7. Wii games, table football,
snacks, discussions about life and faith, cooking
and crafts. Term-time Mondays 4-5pm in the
parish room . For more info. contact 01782
625924 or mrchrisgill2@gmail.com

Afternoon tea... 3.00pm on Tuesdays 11th Nov,
13th Jan, 10th Feb. £4 50 - book by contacting
Glenys on mrsglenysgill@gmail.com or 01782
625924. Special diets can be catered for if no-
tice given.

Renew Westlands Café... Every Wednesday, ex-
cept for Christmas & New Years Days. Drop in
anytime between 1.30-4.00. Especially for any
who are: a bit lonely and want a chat; or anx-
ious but would value a safe place. Including a
cuppa and the option of crafts, jigsaw, games
etc.

In the parish room, accessible from rear car park:

Little Sparklers... for 0-3’s and their parents or car-
ers, with Bible stories, toys and a chance to
chat. From 10-11am on Tuesday mornings till
9th Dec, restarting on 6th Jan

Forget me not Café... For all who are bereaved, a
chance to meet with others in a similar position.
Generally on 3rd Fridays between 10.30-
12noon (21st Nov, 19th Dec...)

Book Club... 10.30-12 Last Thursday in the month
All Welcome



Small Wonder...

| recently came across, for the first time, seeing
the phrase ‘Small Wonder’ being used as a though-
provoking tagline for Christmas.

It fits perfectly with the Christian understanding
that the coming of this tiny baby was the most
important event in the history of our world:
Revealing what God is like; Bringing the offer of
complete forgiveness to all who trust in him. And
adding in the promise of a completely transformed
future for our world when Jesus returns.

However the usual way in which the phrase ‘small
wonder’ is generally used is to describe an
unsurprising event. And at first sight, the
appearance of the Son of God on planet earth is
rather too astonishing to entirely fit with that. As a
preacher | have often highlighted how surprising it
is that our Lord has condescended to get involved
with such a rebellious part of his creation.

However I’'m aware that focussing entirely on that
side of things may not be much help to any who
find the Christian claim of God becoming flesh as
too absurd to even consider. And so it’s worth
pointing out another other side of the picture: that
in many ways it would be even stranger if the God
who made the human race made no attempt to get
to know us, despite our wandering far from his
ways. After all even an ordinary human parent is
unlikely to simply shrug their shoulders when a son
or daughter goes off the rails or disappears. On the
contrary, they will do all they can to encourage
them to do what’s right or get them back.

Small wonder, you might say, that the God who
made us and loves us has indeed come, in Jesus
own words, ‘to seek and save the lost’ Luke 19:10

Andrew Dawswell

Sunday Services

Each week at 8.30, 10.45am and 6.30pm

At 10.45 am this includes Sunday Club for 3-10's
and often Sunday Squad for 10-15’s too.
Activities, Games, Quizzes and Bible Stories to help
young people learn about the Christian faith. This
meets initially at 10.45 in church, to enable
children to join in with the first few minutes of our
worship.

On All Age Sundays (14 Dec & 11 Jan) we remain
together in church for a 45 minute service.

Toy service

Please bring your nearly new toys to our 10.45
service on Dec 7th. Toiletries welcome too —all to
be given to support local families linked to the
Glow refuge in Newcastle.

Crib service

Christmas Eve 3.30pm

All children are invited to
take partin the
Christmas story. Come
dressed as your favourite
nativity character or
borrow a costume when you arrive! Bring a
handmade decorated crown and you can hang it
on our Christmas tree.
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Welcoming the
whole community

Discovering
God'’s love

Following
Jesus' teaching

Other activities in the
new St Andrew'’s Hall

Several non-church groups and activities are now
starting to use our new hall. These include
Bowling, Women’s Institute, Connexus KS1/2
tuition, and Seated Dance. There are a few details
for these on the new page we’ve created under
the ‘what’s on’ tab of our website. Another tab
gives more details of the hall & how to book it.
We welcome enquiries from other groups,
activities or one-off events who might benefit
from our excellent new facility.

Pre-Christmas Concert

All are welcome to a concert in St Andrew’s on

Monday 24th Nov from 6.30-7.30,with
refreshments & mince pies afterwards in our new
church hall. Music will be provided by Newcastle
Under Lyme Community orchestra, along with
choirs from one or two local primary schools.

Admission free, with a retiring collection for the
Lyme Trust. They provide safe, supported
accommodation and life skills locally to people
with mild to moderate mental health conditions,
and are one of the charities that St Andrew’s
supports.



