
   

 
 

 

 

 

St Andrew’s Westlands 

A warm welcome to anyone worshipping with us today for the first time. 
 

 After 10.45 Sunday services, you are warmly invited to stay for 
refreshments, which will be served in the new hall.  

 

Sunday 21st December 

  
 8.30 am Morning Worship  

        Galatians 4:1-7 (p.1171) Matthew 2:1-18 (p.973)     

 10.45 am  Holy Communion 
 

        Opportunity for individual prayer after service in lady chapel 

  6.30 pm Carols by Candlelight, Church 
 
 

Collect for: The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

God our redeemer,  
who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of your Son:  
grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, 
so we may be ready to greet him  
when he comes again as our judge; 
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 

“The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world.” John chapter 1 verse 9. 
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This week … 
 

Wed 24th Dec   8.30 am Morning Prayer via Zoom 

   3.30 pm Crib Service 
 11.30 pm Midnight Communion 
 

Thurs 25th Dec 10.45 am All Age Worship followed by optional Holy  
                  Communion 
 

Fri 26th Dec   7.30 pm Compline via Zoom   
 

Sun 28th Dec   8.30 am No Service 
 10.45 am  Morning Worship 

  6.30 pm Evening Worship, Parish Room         

With the schools on holiday, there are no open building days until 5th 
January. 

 

Christmas Eve Crib Service at 3.30 pm.  All children are invited to 
take part in the Christmas story.  Come dressed as your favourite 
nativity character or borrow a costume when you arrive! Bring a 
handmade decorated crown and you can hang it on our Christmas tree. 
 

Christmas Eve Midnight Communion at 11.30 pm. 
 

Christmas Day All Age Service at 10.45 am followed by an option of 
Holy Communion. 
 

Services on 28th December at 10.45 am and 6.30 pm as normal but 
there will be no 8.30 am service. 
 

Staging and Stable ... if you could spare 30 minutes to erect the 
staging and stable on Sunday evening a little bit after Carols by 
Candlelight (maybe around 8/8.15 pm), or a similar amount of time to 
take them down after the Crib service on Christmas Eve (from approx. 
4.15 pm) then please let Robin Dawson know, or just turn up. The more 
volunteers we have the quicker we will be for everyone. All welcome, 
particularly the young and fit! 
 

Thank You … to all those who have recently contributed in any way to 
the following:  

Royal British Legion (Remembrance)   9th November           £188.46 
Tearfund (Big Quiz)                                15th November         £170.00 
(plus further direct donations + Gift Aid) 
Lyme Trust (pre-Christmas Concert)        24th November         £164.96 
Children’s Society (Christingle)                30th November        £  84.75 
Glow (Toy Service cash contributions)     7th December         £  85.00 



Tearfund (Mulled Wine & Mince Pies)      14th December         £117.65 
 

Giving … thank you to all those who have given to the church during 
2025, particularly for the final push towards funding the new Hall. This is 
a gentle reminder that any donations labelled as for the Hall will be 
directed to General Funds from 2026. Early in 2026 we would also like 
to send out a personal thank you to those who give through our giving 
scheme, which will also provide an opportunity to check that we have 
allocated their giving correctly during the year. Wherever possible we 
would like to do this by email - please let Alan Swanborough or Chris 
Gill have your email address if you didn’t receive a similar email at the 
end of the tax year. 
 

Used Postage Stamps … please remember to put your used postage 
stamps in the box at the back of Church. Please cut stamps from the 
envelopes, leaving a small border.  Stamps are accepted all year by the 
Oxfam Shop and are taken regularly. 
 

Katia Rocks, Our CMS Partner in Brazil ... has issued an additional 
update. As well as reporting several significant encouragements, she 
also reports CMS need for more funding to make her deployment 
sustainable. The update is available here, and there a few paper copies 
at the back of church. 

 
 

Notices from Previous Weeks 
 
 

Thursday Holy Communion ... each month at 10 am we have a half 
hour service of Holy Communion in the Parish Room.  All very 
welcome. It is scheduled for the first Thursday of each month; although 
the next one will take place instead on Thursday 8th January. 
 

Are you Visiting Church for Christmas, or New to St Andrews? 
Andrew our vicar offers an invitation to meet up for a coffee etc - if you 
can't catch him face to face, contact him on 01782 619594 
or ja.dawswell@googlemail.com to arrange a time. 
 

Snow/Ice ... over winter it is possible there will be snowfall or ice on the 
church grounds. We will endeavour to keep a pedestrian route to the 
front door clear on Sundays. But even this is not always possible, and if 
the weather is particularly hazardous there may be occasions when we 
could close the car park for safety and ask cars to park on the road.  
 

Sanctus ... is a drop-in for Asylum Seekers and Refugees in Stoke on 
Trent, whose patron is the Bishop of Lichfield. It operates from the 

https://churchmissionsociety.org/people-in-mission/katia-rocks-brazil/?utm_source=Church%20Mission%20Society&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=15293538_Rocks%20Link%20Letter%20no.32%20December%202025&dm_i=1MYY,93SKI,CXBLTH,1241S7,1#updates
mailto:ja.dawswell@googlemail.com


premises of YMCA North Staffordshire in Hanley, using a dedicated 
team of volunteers and it currently offers a Foodbank, a Help Desk and 
informal English lessons but is looking to develop and expand its 
services, and so is seeking volunteers to help in the following 
areas:  Developing English teaching to include structured ESOL 
classes;  developing the work with children and parents/ carers;  
befriending; creating a safe space cafe area; offering help with form 
filling, opening a bank account, applying for housing etc.; helping with 
the Foodbank/collecting food and toiletries; creating a timetable of 
activities at the drop in for adults (and children during school 
holidays); legal help (immigration solicitor).  For more details 
email  contact@sanctusstmarks.org 
 

Drivers Needed ... we are very grateful to Stuart Rushton for continuing 
to co-ordinate lifts to the 10.45 am Sunday service. However, we really 
need to increase the number of potential drivers. If you want to know 
more, please speak to Stuart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
________________________________________________________ 
Vicar: Andrew Dawswell  (01782) 619594 
ja.dawswell@googlemail.com    

Secretary: Michelle Bradbury churchinthewestlands@gmail.com 
07395 087090 (Thurs only)  

Transport to 10.30 service: 07951 674453 on the morning.8.30-9.30 am 
St Andrew's Church (charity number 1132163) is funded by donations We don't expect 
visitors to contribute towards our running costs but if you would like to do so there are 
gift aid envelopes in the pews, and collection plates by the door. We are very grateful 
to all who support us as we seek to serve God here in the Westlands. 

www.churchinthewestlands.org.uk   

mailto:contact@sanctusstmarks.org
http://www.churchinthewestlands.org.uk/

